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Report from Adrian ...

Dear Friends:
It’s a full eight months since our last visit to
Korce... and here we are already planning our
return in three and a half months!
So... it’s good to be able to reflect and

anticipate... and give you a heartfelt invitation,
all in the same report!
Well, it’s actually hard to express just how

meaningful it was to have two of my children
– Carla and Ryan – with me for this visit.
I’ve often longed to bring Ryan to Korce, as

it was always clear to me, and others, that
with his heart for the homeless, the
disaffected... (Ryan works in this field in
London)... there was never any doubt that he
would connect with this special community in
Korce. And he did... naturally and beautifully.
So  – on the next page are Ryan and Carla’s

reflections on our time together.
Very importantly, we are once again in the

process of trying to get Elena over from Korce

to spend time in Three Ways School, Bath, in
September. You may remember that she was
refused entry last time we tried… this time we
are all doing everything we can to make sure
our application is watertight... hard to refuse...
in a climate of such negative ‘suspicion’ about
the motives behind such a visit.

We will returnto Korce at theendof August
(and this time, I’m delighted that Susan will be
with us (that’s my wife in case you were
wondering!). And our prayer, our hope, our
plan, is to return to England with Elena.

Please pray for this positive outcome.



I am delighted to say that I’ve almost
completed the recording of a new album. The
title is: ‘Fierce Love’. 
It’s been a long time coming, largely because,

as you know, my priority is my role at Three
Ways School as their music therapist. So the
recording had to take place mainly during
school holidays and some weekends!

The album is produced by myson Jamie, and
featuresmydaughter,Carla,onadditionalvocals.

I do hope you found time to watch the film
‘Beyond Words’ that the Coverdale Trust was
abletosendyousomeweeksago. I /we, would
loveyourfeedback.Youenabled,andcontinueto
enable, thesevisits toKorcetotakeplace.

Please let us know if you could use further
copies.

Very best wishes, and see you on 28th
September!

Adrian

And now to the invitation!
Wewill launch‘Fierce Love’onSaturday
28thSeptemberhereintheheartofBath
atSt Michael’s Church, BroadStreet,right
next to Waitrose, with a special event to
introduce the album with both live and
recordedpresentations.

Iwouldjust loveyoutobethere...andthe
invitationisextendedtoallmembersofyour
family, whatever the age – and I mean that! If
your children are at all interested, then I’d
love them to be there too – I very much
want ‘Fierce Love’ to cross the boundaries
ofageandbackgroundetc.

Ihaveawonderful projectmanger forall
of this – her name is Sam Bromley – and you
willhearfromhersometimesoon,withmore
information and details when they are
confirmed, but I wanted to send you
somethingmorepersonalbefore.

I’m very happy with the result.... I think the
production is wonderful, Carla’s voice,
exquisite, and the music and words are
everything I hoped for! (and yes, I’m a little
biased!)

Importantly, I also feel that the album as a
whole somehow ‘integrates’ all that I have
become over these last years, with the journey
from composer and recording artist, to music
therapist. And the album is profoundly
influenced, both instrumentally and
thematically, by my life, day to day, working
with our extraordinary community of children
and young people with various special needs
here at Three Ways School in Bath.



Carla’s Reflections:
At the time of writing this, I’ve been back
from Albania for five days and I’m sat on
my bed in my flat in London – reflecting
on my time in a place that is starting to
feel almost like my second home – Korce.
This was the fourth time I’ve been and it
doesn’t even really feel like a relief to be
home (as it has done in the past); I feel
sad, I miss the place and I miss the people.

Not only was it all about the music
and continuing to build relationships with
the people we met, but it was also so
much about togetherness and fellowship
– enjoying and embracing each others’
company, as equals. For example in
places like Vlojisht (the village) and the
street kid day centres; it wasn’t just about
us bringing something to the people we
worked with, but they also brought so
much to me and my experience – their
enthusiasm and charisma, despite their
broken homes and the chaos in their
lives, totally captivated me. Being around
them gave me so much joy.

One thing that was particularly special
to me this year was being able to spend
some quality time with four young people
in Vlojisht where I taught them how to
sing one of Dad’s songs, and then we
performed it all together with Dad and

My time in Korce has been eye-opening
and emotional in many ways. Eye-opening
with regards to the incredible work by the
peopleinvolvedinall theprojectsIhavebeen
luckyenough to seeandbe involved in.Also
theshockingstoriesbehindthecircumstances
that every person I have met have found
themselves inupuntil thispoint.

It has beenemotional seeing thestrength
in the humongous characters in Korce and
the surrounding villages,
with the sense of living
for the day whatever is
going on in their lives.
The faces tell the story
and seeing the joy and
excitementmademefeel
blessed.

Blessed also seeing
first hand my own father
working absolute magic
(!) consistently adapting
sessions and tailor
making each time we
had to make everybody
feel so special.Itmademe

Ryan at a small church
gathering in the village. It was
great to seethese young people
so enthusiastic, taking it
seriously by practising in their
own time and then putting
everything in to the
performance. Each of them
have so much musical potential
and I pray that they are given
the opportunity to continue to
grow in their talents and gifts.

I just have to express that
you wouldn’t believe how
incredible the power of
music is in these people’s
lives. If you could see first-
hand, right in front of you how
Dad (Adrian) transforms the
atmosphere through the use of music
you would be so moved and inspired
(as I have been on countless occasions).

There really is so much incredible
work being done out there by some
seriously ‘super-humans’ … but there
is still so much need – especially for
people with a passion for serving God’s
people, who are willing to take a step
of faith and a challenge to make things
happen. So please keep Korce in your

heart and pray that the right people
come along in God’s perfect timing!

Thank you so much once again to
the Coverdale Trust for continuing to
support this work in Albania - it really
is so valued and appreciated. I am
personally so grateful to have been
given this incredible opportunity again.
God bless you all!

Carla

Ryan’s Reflections: understandhowdifficult thiscanbe,andhow
vital the building of these relationships is –
that these people realise this is not just a ‘one
off’ but a commitment and a friendship that
willcontinue.

I think myself, Carla and Adrian worked
very well as a team – instinctive partly due to
being family – but also with the same goals of
sharing happiness through this creative
medium.

Thanks for giving me this opportunity,
Ryan

Support for Adrian’s
visit to Albania in

August 2013

Adrian’s visits to Korce with his
daughter Carla take on more
meaning each year as they bring
purpose, joy and laughter to the
incredibly needy people they
meet in Albania as outlined in
Adrian’s article.

The Coverdale Trust sees this
part of Adrian’s work as an
important part of its ministry and
is happy to add prayerful and
financial support which it cannot
do without your help too. To
pray for the visit is the most
important part but if you could
help practically that would be
such an encouragement.
Thank you.
Geoff Bishop
Chairman



Paul Hobbs Reports ...
Two twelve year old girls seeing the Ten
Words exhibit for the first time asked
me, ‘What is it?’ I replied, ‘Walk round it and
have a look.’ They did so for half a minute
before one exclaimed, ‘It’s the Ten
Commandments! Wow, how cool! That’s so
cool.’ And I thought, ‘Yes! That’s just what I
made it for. To excite people about God’s
word, and to make even the most prosaic
bits alive and vital again. Hallelujah.’

So at last the Ten Words project is
finished. It is a large installation about the
Ten Commandments made up of 165 jenga-
like blocks with newspaper images and all
the text from the Ten Commandments. It took
a long time to gather, sort and arrange the
news articles. It was heart-rending to read
the stories of murder and very salutary to
learn that Christians are more suspect for
misusing the name of the Lord, as we should
know better.

The blocks are decorated the colour of
Licorice All Sorts to remind us that these
laws are for our blessing. They operate as a
visual puzzle with some words hidden and
the images partially showing. And there is an
eleventh text - about Jesus – placed at the
centre of the blocks, providing a focus and
conversation piece to explain the relevance
of Christ’s death and salvation.
‘Ten Words’ made its debut at the Menier

Gallery in Southwark, London in October
2012 at The Heart of Things exhibition. It
featured alongside some of my large

abstracts and a number of conceptual pieces,
and work by Sarah Kelly-Paine from France.

In addition to this show, I have taken part
in the group show Risen! about the art of
the crucifixion and resurrection alongside
leading contemporary Christian artists with
Monnow Valley Arts, and made eight panels
for Danbury Mission church auditorium
based on images of the Three in One design
and Faith, Hope and Love.

Already this year I have run two one week
shows inSt. Peter’s Church, Chertsey,
and at Oakham School in Rutland, with each

event involving many talks
introducing the art and the
gospel. Here are some
comments:

‘Your work is a great spiritual
inspiration. Thank you for sharing
it with us.’

‘It was so helpful to have your thoughts
explained. This added so much to the
inspirational art. Thank you.

‘The Lord is so using you, Paul, and I thank God
that you are listening to his voice and speaking
truth into situations both verbally and artistically
that can bring real change.’

Three more exhibitions are coming up:
· Danbury Mission, Essex in May
· St Thomas’ Church, Goring-on-Thames

in September
· Merchant Taylor’s School, Northwood

in October

As ever, I am hugely grateful to all those
who support me, particularly by praying for
my work and in giving. There are many who
cheer me on. Thank you all.

Paul

Ten Words installation in the Library at Oakham SchoolSt Peter’s, Chertsey

Ten Words - broken wall layout
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Dave Hopwood

Gift Aid and Standing Orders

If you pay tax and would like to Gift Aid
your donation, please let Geoff Bishop
know. The Trust can claim an extra 25p
for every £1 given.

Standing Orders are also a very helpful
way of giving regularly so please ask for
a form if you are interested.

Donations can be made direct to the
Trust account using the following:
BIC: MIDLGB2102G
BAN: B63MIDL40091911731157

Our big news is that Lynn is seven months
pregnant. The baby is due in early July and we
are of course thrilled. Much debate is being
had about names.

I recent ly
spoke at Spring
Harvest doing
four morning
sessions in ‘The
Click Zone’ –
using contem-
porary media to
c o m m u n i c a t e
the Christian faith.
It was a great
opportunity to

meet lots of folks and exchange thoughts
and ideas. The number seemed to grow
each day, and the venue was café style
which suited the theme perfectly.

I have so far had
fewer bookings this
year, but it has
allowed time to
continue writing. I
recently completed
compiling the pocket
book– Men and Boys
– which is a small,
easy-read book full of
sound-bites from lots
of guys about life and
faith. The kind of thing
you could give to

someone to encourage them on. I
have also recently completed The
Valley of Eight a sequel to the novel
The Twelfth Seer. These are teenage/
adult Indiana Jones-style adventures,
drawing on Biblical stories.
Globetrottingandaction-packed,but
also thought provoking.

I am currently working on a novel
with the title Spondulix. It’s a short
tale of money and greed and what
happens when you mix the two,
drawing on a few of Jesus’ parables.

Over the last twelve months I
have been out and about speaking at
faith and film evenings, men’s events and church
services. I spend time reading up on Bible
stories within their original context drawing
on theologians like Tom Wright, John
Goldingay, Nick Page and Kenneth E. Bailey.

Then I try to take the
meanings and themes
and retell them using
contemporary media
- films, TV
programmes, news
stories, comedy and
internet material.

I continue to post
up daily thoughts via
my website: –
davehopwood.com
– and have recently
started writing for

I am delighted to announce the
appointment of John Pettifor as the new
Chairman of the Coverdale Trust and
two other new trustees namely Anne
Pettifor and Martin Lloyd Williams.
Eight years of chairing the Trust has been
a total privilege working with the excellent
trustees and supporting the immensely
gifted Adrian Snell, Paul Hobbs and Dave

Hopwood. I
will continue
as Treasurer/
t r u s t e e .
However it is
good news
for us all and
C o v e r d a l e
that John
Pettifor has

agreed to take over as Chairman in
October. John is joined by his wife Anne
who will take over the im-portant role of
Secretary. They, like so many of us, have
been blessed by Adrian’s music and
friendship and are also keen to support
and encourage Paul and Dave. The other
excellent new trustee is Martin Lloyd
Williams who is the vicar of St Michael’s
Church in Bath and a good friend to
Adrian through their mutual interest in
music therapy to those with special needs.

As you will read in this Newsletter,
these are exciting times for the Coverdale
Trust and I want to thank you all for your
prayers and financial support without
which the Trust couldn’t give practical
encouragement to Adrian, Paul and Dave.

Geoff Bishop

the Bible Society’s Reel Issues website,
drawing on short clips submitted to their
Pitch com-petition. It’s early days but I hope
to go to New Wine under the Bible Society
banner to do some sessions there. I also have
bookings to speak at Lee Abbey, Devon, and
Scargill House in Yorkshire. I continue to lead
a fortnightly Bible study at our local church as
well as speaking there once a month.

The summer will see quite a few changes
forus.OurdaughterAmygoesuptosecondary
school in Barnstaple in September. We would
appreciate your prayers, especially for Lynn
and a safe pregnancy and birth.

Thanks again for all your prayers, friendship
and support, it’s vital to us and we are so very
grateful.

Dave

For further information on the artists
supportedbytheCoverdaleTrustvisitour
website: www.thecoverdaletrust.org
whichhasa linktotheindividualwebsites
ofAdrian,Paul andDave.

Anne & John Pettifor

Keep up-to-dateChairman’s Report


